


 





 

    
   

  
    

 

  

The V2-Track3 recorded data shows that the helicopter lifted off to a height of 6m, turned left and began 
tracking towards the northwest side of the field. As the helicopter reached the edge of the open field, 
the pilot commenced a turn toward the Southwest, the pilot’s intended departure track. The pilot stated 
that during this turn, he felt a sudden strong vibration through the antitorque pedals and cyclic pitch 
control. He stated that he suspected that the tail rotor had struck an obstacle. He subsequently reduced 
power and landed the helicopter.  

 

 

 

 

 

Occurrence details

On  4  October  2022, at about  15:10  local, (05:10  UTC  1) a  Bell 206 L3 helicopter, registered P2-SIL,

owned and operated by  Summer Institute of Linguistics (SIL) Aviation,  was  conducting  a  VFR2  charter
flight  from  Aiyura   National   School,  in   Ukarumpa,  Eastern   Highlands   Province  to  Nadzab

Airport, Lae,  Morobe  Province,  Papua  New  Guinea  when,  during  take-off,  the  tail  rotor  struck  a
power line. The helicopter  was subsequently landed without further event.

There were  6  persons on board: one pilot and  five  passengers.



He recalled checking the passengers after shutting down the engines, to ensure they were safe and 
further assisted them to exit the helicopter safely. He subsequently inspected the helicopter and found 
damage to the tail rotor blades. A power line was also observed about 3m from the helicopter’s resting 
position, running generally across the edge of the field at a height of about 6m. 

It was therefore concluded that the helicopter tail rotor blade had struck a power line. 

 

 

 

 



AIC Comment 

The investigation is continuing and will try to establish how, and why this tail rotor strike occurred. The 
investigation will include environmental, operational, organizational and technical aspects and other 
areas as applicable. 

The investigation analysis and findings will be included in the Final Report. 

Safety Actions 

At the time of the issue of this Preliminary report, no Safety Actions have been taken. 

Recommendations 

At the time of the issue of this Preliminary report, no Safety Recommendations have been issued by the 
AIC. 

General Details 

Date and time: 4 October 2022 05:10 UTC 

Occurrence category: Accident 

Primary occurrence type: Tail rotor strike during take-off 

Location: Aiyura National School, Eastern Highlands Province 

 Latitude: 6°20'29.48"S Longitude: 145°53'37.24" 

Crew details 

Nationality  American 

Gender  Male 

Age  45 

Licence type CPL (Helicopter) 

Total hours 3281.5 

Total hours in Command 3195.8 

Total hours on type 2534.7 



 Aircraft Details 

Aircraft manufacturer and model: Bell Helicopters, Bell 206 L3 

Registration: P2- SIL 

Serial number:  

Engine manufacturer and model Rolls Royce Corporation, 250-C30P 

Engine serial number  

Main Rotor Blades Manufacturer  Bell Helicopters 

Main Rotor Blade 1 and 2 Serial 
Numbers 

BH 215656 and A 8853 respectively 

Type of operation: Charter flight 

Persons on board: Crew: 1 Pilot Passengers: 5 
Injuries: Crew:  Nil Passengers: Nil 
Damage Substantial damage to tail rotor blade edge and tail rotor 

gearbox mounting structure. 
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